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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT  
SSE Generation Limited (‘the Applicant’) is proposing to construct and operate a renewable energy 
generating station with capacity of greater than 50 Megawatts (MW) known as Glentarken Wind Farm (the 
‘Proposed Development’) which includes up to 12 wind turbine generators (WTG’s) of up to 180 m tip 
height, a battery energy storage system (BESS), and associated infrastructure. The Proposed 
Development, previously known as Drummond Wind Farm, is located on Drummond Estate which lies 
between the settlements of St Fillans and Lochearnhead, approximately 45 km west of Perth, 2.8 km east 
of Lochearnhead and within Stirling, and Perth & Kinross local authority areas.     
 
The proposals for which consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 is sought by the Applicant, 
are described in the Environmental Impact Assessment report (‘EIA report’) as required by the Electricity 
Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017, as amended (‘the EIA 
Regulations’).  
 
The application for consent (the ‘S36 application’) has been prepared by SSE Renewables Developments 
(UK) Ltd (SSER) (‘the Developer’) on behalf of the Applicant and will be made to Scottish Ministers via the 
Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit (ECU). The Applicant is also seeking direction under section 
57(2) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (‘the 1997 Act’) that planning permission 
would be deemed to be granted in respect of the Proposed Development.   
 
The Proposed Development has been subject to an iterative design process, giving due consideration to 
environmental constraints specific to the site and surrounding areas.  Further detail on the iterative design 
process is provided in Chapter 3:  Evolution of Design and Alternatives (EIAR Volume 2).  
 
The Proposed Development would contribute to legislated climate change targets and government policy 
objectives in helping Scotland to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions.   
 

1.2 PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION - AIMS 
Pre-application consultation (PAC) reports are a mandatory requirement for ‘Major’ or ‘National’ projects, 
as set out in the Town & Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 
2022 (“the Regulations”). As the application for the Proposed Development is made under Section 36 of 
The Electricity Act 1989 and will be submitted to the Scottish Ministers, there is no such mandatory 
requirement. Nevertheless, as a responsible developer, SSER is committed to a comprehensive strategy 
of community engagement to ensure communities and local stakeholders are fully informed about the 
Proposed Development and to ensure that they can contribute their views. As such, a wide range of public 
consultation has been undertaken prior to the submission of the application, in line with best practice. 
 
This PAC report aims to provide information on all activities undertaken to engage with surrounding 
communities prior to submission of the application, and to demonstrate where local views on the Proposed 
Development have been taken into account. Copies of consultation material together with the responses 
and outcomes of the consultation process are included within, or as appendices to this report.   
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2. CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES  

2.1 STAKEHOLDER PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION 
Consultation and engagement with stakeholders started at the scoping stage of the development process, 
with advice and input from key consultees being sought, as SSER recognises that this engagement and 
feedback from key stakeholders informs decisions about the Proposed Development.   
 
At this early stage, a project website was developed to share key information with communities and other 
key stakeholders and remain updated regarding the project’s progress.  The project website can be found 
at: www.sserenewables.com/glentarken  An extract from the website at this early stage is illustrated in 
Figure 1. 
  

Figure 1 Extract from Glentarken Project Website 
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2.2 EIA SCOPING 
The purpose of EIA Scoping is to: 
 

 Ensure that statutory consultees and other bodies with a particular interest in the environment are 
informed of the proposal and provided with an opportunity to comment at an early stage in the EIA 
process; 

 Obtain baseline information regarding existing environmental site conditions;  

 Establish key environmental issues and identify potential effects to be considered during the EIA;  

 Identify those issues which are likely to require more detailed study and those which could be 
justifiably excluded from further assessment; and  

 Provide a means of confirming the most appropriate methods of assessment.   
 

SSER carried out a thorough pre-application scoping consultation exercise in December 2022, specifically 
on the scope of the EIAR, with statutory / non-statutory consultees and with the local community through 
public exhibition events and meetings with local community councils (see Appendix A – Community 
Consultation Log).  
 
A scoping report was submitted to Energy Consents Unit in December 2022 and the formal Scoping Opinion 
was received on 23 February 2023. Scoping responses were received from the following consultees and 
direct liaison between Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Authority and the Applicants 
landscape consultants was undertaken post scoping: 
 

 Aberdeen Airport 

 Balquhidder, Lochearnhead and Strathyre Community Council 

 British Telecom Plc  

 Defence Infrastructure Organisation 

 Edinburgh Airport 

 Fisheries Management Scotland  

 Glasgow Airport  

 Glasgow Prestwick Airport 

 Highlands and Islands Airports Limited  

 Historic Environment Scotland 

 Joint Radio Company  

 Mountaineering Scotland 

 NATS Safeguarding 

 NatureScot 

 Office for Nuclear Regulation 

 Perth and Kinross Council 

 Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

 Scottish Forestry 

 Scottish Water 

 Stirling Council 

 Transport Scotland 
 
No responses were received from the following consultees: 
 

 British Horse Society 
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 Civil Aviation Authority 

 Crown Estate Scotland 

 John Muir Trust 

 Oban Airport 

 RSPB Scotland 

 ScotWays 

 Scottish Wildlife Trust 

 Scottish Wild Land Group 

 Tay District Salmon Fisheries Board 

 VisitScotland 

 Comrie Community Council 

 Killin Community Council  

 St Fillans Community Council 
 

2.3 COMMUNITY PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION 
The purpose of PAC as set out in Circular 3/2022 (Development Management Procedures)1 between 
prospective applicants and communities is to:  
 
‘Ensure communities can be better informed about major and national development proposals and to have 
an opportunity to contribute their views before a formal planning application is submitted to the planning 
authority. This helps to improve the quality of planning applications; address misunderstandings; to highlight 
any issues which are particularly important to the local community, smooth the application process itself 
and ultimately improve development outcomes.’  
 
Early and open negotiations between applicants, planning authorities and other parties, such as statutory 
consultees, in advance of the formal application for national and major developments is promoted in Circular 
3 (2022) Development Management Procedures, but is also recognised as a beneficial process to 
stakeholders throughout the development of the project. At paragraph 2.22 (page 12) confirms that further 
advice on planning community engagement activity can be found in "Planning Advice Note 3/2010: 
Community Engagement”2.  
 
As such, SSER is required to consult every community council whose area is within or adjoins the land on 
which the proposed development is situated. This may include community councils in a neighbouring 
planning authority. The community councils that were identified as having an interest in the Proposed 
Development are St Fillans Community Council within whose boundary lies the core development area, 
including all WTGs and the majority of site infrastructure; Balquhidder, Lochearnhead and Strathyre 
Community Council, in relation to site access and transport route and neighbouring Killin Community 
Council and Comrie Community Council (see Figure 2). 

 
SSER has proactively reached out and engaged with local community councils, as required throughout the 
development and EIA process. 

In undertaking the community engagement from the beginning of the project, cognisance of the advice 
in PAN 3/2010 has been taken into account by liaising with relevant stakeholders as to the most useful type 
and frequency of consultation for the community. It is recognised that within communities over the project 
area, different methods and timings of engagement vary to suit the needs of that community. Further 

 
1 https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-circular-3-2022-development-management-procedures/ 
2 https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-3-2010-community-engagement/ 
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guidance on the practical elements of consultation and engagement with communities is taken from 
“Successful Planning equals Effective Engagement & Delivery” (SP=EED)3. As such, pre application 
emails, engagement meetings and calls were offered to understand the most appropriate method of 
communication for each community. A log of all local consultation activities is included in Appendix A – 
Community Consultation Log. 
 

 

 

Figure 2 Community Council Boundary Areas 

 
SSER notified St Fillans and Balquhidder, Lochearnhead and Strathyre Community Councils on 14 June 
2022 of the submission of a planning application to erect a meteorological mast. Notification of the 
submission of the Scoping Report to the Energy Consents Unit was provided to the same Community 
Councils, and also Killin and Comrie Community Councils, by letter on 12 December 2022. 
 
SSER attended a meeting of Balquhidder, Lochearnhead and Strathyre Community Council at 
Lochearnhead Village Hall on 5 April 2023. SSER also met with some St Fillans Community Council 
members via Microsoft Teams on 11 April 2023. At both meetings the proposed timescales of the project 
development process were discussed. The community councils were also asked to provide a preference 
for the location and format of public information sharing events for the project. 
 
SSER then attended a meeting of St Fillans Community Council on 10 May 2023, following the completion 
of the first Public Exhibition.  

 
3 www.pas.org.uk/speed 
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SSER attended a meeting with Balquhidder, Lochearnhead and Strathyre Community Council on 
Wednesday 31 July 2024, and Killin Community Council on Tuesday 5th November 2024.   Project updates 
were provided and informal Q&A’s to allow any questions or concerns to be raised.  SSER also offered to 
provide a presentation to Comrie Community Council on other occasions and will continue to offer 
engagement.  Appendix A – Community consultation log includes a summary of community consultation 
and engagement feedback. 

2.4 OTHER KEY STAKEHOLDERS 
In addition to liaising with local residents and Community Councils, the project team have engaged with the 
local Councillors at Perth & Kinross Council (Strathearn Ward) and Stirling Council (Trossachs & Teith 
Ward) about the project, the plans for local engagement and subsequent S36 application submission.  Local 
MSPs and MPs have also been updated in relation to project progress.   
 

2.5 LOCAL STEM ENGAGEMENT 
As SSER live and work in the local communities, building skills in science, technology, engineering, and 
maths (STEM) is recognised as a vital part of the future workforce, the supply chain and the economy. 
SSER provided support at a Careers Event local to the project, at McLaren High School in Callander, held 
on Tuesday 8 October 2024.   
 
Three representatives from SSER attended the event, engaging with students from S1 through to S6 to 
share information about the proposed Glentarken project and opportunities within SSE Renewables and 
the wider renewables industry. A picture of the team supporting is shown in Figure 3.   

 

            Figure 3 Glentarken /SSER team members at Careers Event 

  



 

  
 
 
 

December 2024 10 
 
 

2.6 PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS 
Public engagement is an integral part of the project development process and under the current 
development management regulations, an applicant is required to hold two events for  of the public where 
they can make comments on the proposals.  The purpose of the exhibitions is to provide information to the 
local community and obtain feedback regarding the proposed development. On this occasion, SSER hosted 
three sets of public exhibitions, including in person events and online virtual events, to ensure local 
stakeholders and interested parties had several opportunities to engage with the project team, ask 
questions and provide feedback on the project proposals. The first set of public exhibitions were carried out 
around Scoping, the second set prior to design fix and a third set were held prior to finalisation and 
submission of the Section 36 application. 
 

First Public Exhibitions - 19 and 20 April 2023 
 
These exhibitions provided information on early activities such as the EIA process environmental 
assessment work, further details about SSER, relevant community investment projects from existing 
operational SSE sites in the area and anticipated timescales for the project development phase.  Contact 
details were also provided in order that communities would be encouraged to make contact with the project 
team at any time to provide project updates or to answer any queries as and when required. The events 
were held in Lochearnhead Village Hall on 19 April 2023 and Sandison Hall, St Fillans, on 20 April 2023 
and were advertised in the Perthshire Advertiser April 14th (see Figure 4).   
  

 
 
Figure 4 Press Release  
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Notification of the events was sent to the community councils of St Fillans, Balquhidder, Lochearnhead and 
Strathyre, Comrie and Killin. A poster advertising the event was displayed in public notice boards in 
Lochearnhead and St Fillans (See Figure 5). 
 
 

   
Figure 5 Exhibition Poster and Mail shot letter 
 
 
A letter (See Figure 5) was sent to 625 households and businesses in the St Fillans and Balquhidder, 
Lochearnhead and Strathyre Community Council areas on 5 April 2023 providing details about the 
exhibitions and contact details for the Stakeholder Engagement Manager who is part of the project team. 
Figure 6 shows the boundary map which was used to identify the properties within reasonable distance to 
the site and thereby issue communications, which may be of local interest.  
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       Figure 6 Boundary Map  
 
   
  Lochearnhead Village Hall           Sandison Hall, St Fillans 

Figure 7 First Public Exhibitions   

 

The exhibitions were attended by members of the SSER project team and information boards provided 
early-stage details on site location, site layout, environmental information, anticipated transport route and 
other detail on the project. 113 people attended the in-person exhibitions across the two days and were 
invited to complete a feedback form to gauge the usefulness of the event and express opinions or ask 
questions about the Proposed Development (see Figure 8). A breakdown of the key points raised is 
included in Figure 9 and exhibition materials are included in Appendix B. 
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    Figure 8 First exhibition feedback form 
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Figure 9 First exhibition feedback summary 

 
 

Virtual Public Exhibition – 2 and 4 May 2023 
 
To ensure information on the project proposals were made available to reach as wide an audience as 
possible, an online public exhibition was held. The virtual exhibition was hosted via an on-line platform, in 
the format of a ‘virtual room’. The information which was previously presented on exhibition boards and 
posters at the locally held events were displayed in a similar manner in the virtual room, with links to take 
the viewer to more detailed information and plans (see Figure 10).  
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Virtual welcome area           

  
 
Virtual exhibition boards 

 
Figure 10 Screenshots from virtual exhibition  

 
During the virtual exhibition, live Question and Answer (Q&A) sessions were available on 2 May 2023 
between 1300 and 1500 hrs and 4 May 2023 between 1400 and 1600 hrs. During the live Q&A sessions 
members of the project team were available to answer any queries from website visitors as they arose. 
Other opportunities to leave feedback on the exhibition were also available via an on-line feedback form at 
the virtual front desk or via messenger direct link to the community engagement and stakeholder email 
address. The virtual exhibition was visited 117 times by 48 unique users. 
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Second Public Exhibition – 28 and 29 May 2024 
 
The second set of exhibitions were held on Tuesday 28th and Wednesday 29th May 2024 and the information 
presented was aligned to the format of the first exhibitions for consistency and clarity around project 
progress.  Information boards included details on the design iteration phases, showing how the layout had 
been shaped through environmental constraints, engagement with local communities and other key 
stakeholders.  This led to a 16-turbine layout with the potential for Battery Energy Storage, optimising the 
available grid connection capacity of 104 MW. Initial visualisations from local areas of interest were also 
shared. A summary of the exhibition boards was compiled into brochures which were provided for visitors 
to take away and feedback forms were available for attendees to complete if desired, to provide feedback 
or ask questions (see Figure 11). Exhibition materials are included in Appendix C.    
 

 
       Figure 11 Exhibition comments form – page 1 
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Figure 11 Exhibition comments form – page 2 

 
Notification emails were sent to St Fillans, Balquhidder, Lochearnhead and Strathyre, Comrie and Killin 
community councils in May 2024.  A quarter page newspaper advert was published in the Courier 
newspaper and posters were displayed in Lochearnhead and St Fillans (see Figure 12).  Postcards were 
also issued to c.450 local residential properties and businesses located within a 5km radius of the proposed 
Glentarken site (see Figure 13). Local Councillors, MP’s, MSP’s and communities were also informed (see 
Appendix A – Community consultation log).  
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         Figure 12 Exhibition advert in Courier Newspaper featuring poster 
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Figure 13 Mail drop postcard and postal boundaries 
 

 
St Fillans - 5km postal boundary   Lochearnhead – 5km postal boundary  
 
The exhibitions were well attended with approximately 45-50 visitors at St Fillans and 20 – 25 visitors at 
Lochearnhead.  27 Feedback Forms were submitted to the project following the public exhibitions and 
responses were provided by email where visitors required more information or asked specific questions 
(see Figure 13). A high level summary of the feedback provided from the exhibition visitors is shown in 
Figure 14. 
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 Figure 14 Summary of second exhibition feedback  
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Sandison Hall, St Fillans         Lochearnhead Village Hall 

 
Figure 15 Second Public exhibitions 
 

 
Virtual Public Exhibition – 12 June 2024 
 
In line with the first exhibitions, the local in-person events were followed by a Virtual Exhibition on 
Wednesday 12th June 2024 which ran from 5pm – 7pm and reflected the materials presented in the local 
events. The virtual exhibition was visited 41 times over a three day period, see Figure 15a. 
 
 
 

 
Figure 15a Statistics from second virtual exhibitions 
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Third Public Exhibitions – 19 and 20 November 2024 

A third set of exhibitions were held on Tuesday 19 and Wednesday 20 November 2024 ahead of submission 
of the S36 application to the ECU. The exhibitions presented the design fix layout which includes 12 WTGs 
at 180 m tip height, Battery Storage and other ancillary infrastructure such as tracks, borrow pits, a 
substation, operational facilities, compounds and laydown areas. The information boards also set out key 
environmental findings from the EIA process, how the site design has carefully considered all these 
elements and how SSER’s environmental commitments aim to ensure climate and biodiversity crisis are 
being managed simultaneously throughout the lifetime of the project.   
 
In the interests of sustainability, brochures were also made available for visitors to download from the 
project website and feedback forms were available for attendees to complete if desired, to provide feedback 
or ask questions (see Figure 11). Exhibition materials are included in Appendix D.    
 
Notification emails were sent to St Fillans, Balquhidder, Lochearnhead and Strathyre, Comrie and Killin 
community councils in October 2024 (see appendix A – Community Consultation Log).  Postcards were 
also issued to c.450 local residential properties and businesses (see Figure 16) and a quarter page 
newspaper advert featuring the poster was published in the Courier newspaper in November (see Figure 
17).  Posters were displayed in Lochearnhead and St Fillans and emailed to previous exhibition attendees 
who had requested to be kept up to date with progress.  Local Councillors, MPs, MSPs and communities 
were also informed (see appendix A – Community Consultation Log).  
 
 
 

 
Figure 16 Mail drop postcard and postal boundaries  
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St Fillans - 5km postal boundary   Lochearnhead – 5km postal boundary  
 

 
Figure 17 Exhibition advert in Courier Newspaper featuring poster 
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The exhibitions were well attended with around 30 attendees at St Fillans and around 20 attendees at 
Lochearnhead.  Feedback Forms were submitted to the project and a summary of the key findings shown 
in Figure 18. 
 

 
Figure 18 Summary of third exhibition feedback 
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St Fillans – Sandison Hall  

 
 
 
 
 
Lochearnhead Village Hall  

 
Figure 19 Third public exhibitions 
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Virtual Public Exhibition – 28 November 2024 
In line with the previous exhibitions, the live events were followed by a Virtual Exhibition on Thursday 28 
November 2024 with a live question and answer session with members of the project team from 5pm – 
7pm and reflected the materials presented in the live events. The virtual exhibition was visited 38 times 
over a period of 5 days, with 32 being new visitors, see Figure 20a. 
 

    Virtual welcome area  

 
 

Virtual Exhibition Boards  

 
Figure 20 Screenshots from virtual exhibition  

  
             Figure 20a Statistics from second virtual exhibitions 
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3 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
The consultation activities carried out for the Proposed Development during the development phase of the 
project took different forms and used various methods to reach as broad an audience as possible.  This 
approach was intended to ensure that those who wished to receive information regarding the project, 
received it in an accessible and useful format. The early phase of consultation was tailored to seek 
engagement and obtain feedback on the project as it was developed and designed, whether that feedback 
was negative or positive. Critical to a successful engagement process was two-way feedback, in that those 
engaging and offering an opinion were responded to. Where required, further explanation or justification 
was also provided regarding how matters that were raised were being addressed.  A simple example would 
be the re-naming of the development in May 2023, from Drummond Wind Farm to Glentarken Wind Farm.  
Following feedback from local stakeholders and in agreement with landowners, the name was changed to 
more accurately convey the location of the proposed site within the Drummond Estate. 
 
SSER has proactively engaged with a wide range of local stakeholders, residents and community councils 
prior to the submission of the Section 36 application for the Proposed Development.  The community 
consultation log includes a summary of communications that have taken place as the project has 
progressed, the views raised, and responses provided (see Appendix A).   
 
Building local relationships is key to building trust and to ensuring that residents and all interested parties 
feel informed and involved.  It is also helpful to provide details on who to contact if they have any queries 
or concerns.  Good relationships are critical to the project team and vital to the success of the project.  
Making sure neighbouring communities know who SSER is and the commitment to be a good neighbour, 
not just through the development of a project, but also throughout construction and the operational lifetime 
of a project, is key. Being able to share real life case studies through site visits to one of SSER’s local 
operational sites, Griffin Wind Farm, has also been felt to be helpful to visitors in building a better 
understanding of the proposed Glentarken Wind Farm. 
 
Consultation and engagement is an ongoing and evolving process and SSER recognises the importance 
of working with communities from project inception, through the development and operational phases of 
projects.  This ongoing engagement ensures that within more remote and rural areas in particular, 
communities are not adversely impacted but are supported and often enhanced through renewables 
development. It is considered that the pre-application consultation and ongoing engagement on the 
proposed Glentarken Wind Farm project has demonstrated this committed approach to engagement 
throughout this report.  SSER consider this is also reflected in positive feedback received at public 
consultation events, at Community Council meetings and general local engagement. 
 
In terms of the submission of the Section 36 application to the ECU, SSER have outlined this process and 
how communities can engage with the statutory consenting process and continue to have their 
representations considered.  
 
SSER will continue to work with local communities, engage and update stakeholders and interested parties 
as the proposals progress, to address any concerns raised and provide further information or advice as 
required. 


